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or any reason if she wants to
do something else, be it con-
veising with her neighbour,
or leaving the class, it in-
volves seeking permission.
Depending on the kind of
school, any transgression of norm is
dealt with by the teacher, usually
with punishment. In short, for a
child, school is an engagement with
strongly imposed discipline, regimen

o

“and deference to authority. This is one

of the first lessons she imbibes about

. the world — thete is a set of rules that
" control the world and she is expected

to ungquestioningly abide by them at
risk of punishment if she violates
any of them. You are successful if you
play by all the rules.

During ciass, children are expected

to focus and learn the particular sub-
ject meant 1o be studied in that class.
The teacher is always in charge and
she uses a certain set of textbooks
mandafed by school man-
agement. Textbooks- are
consldered a repository of

Hducation

ences there are largely independent

of textbook-learning. She only xnows

that she needs to pass exams and get a
good job. This is the third learning:
edycation is meant to get us a degree.
Beyvond this, the purpose it serves in
real life is limited.

So it seems the education system
we have designed will cre-
ate individuals who grow
up with a fear of authori-

facts and data.The teaching- - iS ty, Jargely unquestioning
learning process doesn’t & followers of the norms of
necessarily engage gues- E’}r]_mary the world, and unsure in

tions beyond clarification of
facte shared, and restricted to the
scope of the subject being discussed.
The definition of what a child has
learnt is restricted to the mastery of
tools and techniques, memorisation
of facts and figures, and the teacher
and the timetable determine what a
child can learn at a given point in
time. And being a good student means
acquiring the ability to deal with as
many facts and pieces of information
as possible. This is the second learn-

ing a child géts from school — the
teacher and the textbook are always

right. Being a successful student
means being able to remember and
reproduce a lot of information.
Lastly, where and how is all the
learning used? What a ¢hild learns in
school §s mainly used only within the
school, either to demonstrate it in
class by replying to quizzes, or in ex-
ams. The real world ard her experi-

. real situations. -

Needless to say this does read like
a dismal picture. We need to rearticu-
late what we mean by good education.
1 think education has two primary
aims: first, to.enable us to learn and
understand the Jarger world we re-
side in and.give us the ability to en-

" gage with it; second, o empower the

individual, make her capable of ques-
tioning and challenging the world she *
lives in, and contribute to changinz it.
As a society, we need our citizens
to be independent thinkers with the
capability to lead, to be sensitive to
larger social realities, and feel re-
sponsible towards the Jarger commu-
nity Every individual needs o feel
empowered to participate and ques-
tion norms. This strength and confi-
dence in an individual needs to be dis-
covered, nurtured and strengthened.
A school needs to be a location
where the right experiences for
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It is time we take a long, bard look at our basic schoci-ievel
ducation system and ther seek to change it altogether

Irarning are created. We
vide a nop-intimidating s
ing space for children.
to proactively identify and
any element of physical
emotional threat that stifl
and growth. Rather thun
rules that are not fuliy
by children with threats «©
ment, it is easier to enstirs:
through the participation o
in  formulating the
engagement.

The classroom should & 3 de
cratic space where the imizracy
with children is dialogic and no
dactic. Focus should be on the le:
ing of co.acepts and every child ni¢
to be allowed the space to ¢ i3]
her own knowledge and the

is imperative that we situ :
tion in the larger social ¢ T
need to understand that learr
comes from real experiences
unless the classroom transactio
connected to reality in some I¢
education will remain snerely we,
and text.

Today we as a society are in a
ter position to take significant s
tewards change than-ever bef
Many schools and institutions ac
the country are demonstrating th
is indeed possibie to break the nc
The Bandhyali school in Jaipur
by Digantar; the Centre For Lear:
in Bangalore, or Vikramshila's B
School in Burdwan exemplify this
cial organisations such as Ekla
Digantar and Vidya Bhawan.
businesses with a social purg
such as iDiscoveri and EZ Vidye
all part of this movement.

As citizens we need to not only
come this change but participat
and catalyse it. We need to break
selves from the status quo and b
ence. the building of a system
will create better human beings.

Azim Premji is Chairman and
CEO, Wipro Technologies.
Copyright {2007}, Wipro Limited.
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